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weakness makes me very impatient, as I wish much to be
at Paris before the fine season is quite gone.    This will
probably be the last time I shall travel to finish my educa-
tion, and I should be glad to look once more at their
gardens and villas:  nay,  churches and palaces are but
uncomfortable sights in cold weather, and I have much
more curiosity for their habitations than their company.
They have scarce a man or a woman of note that one wants
to see; and, for their authors, their style is grown so dull
in imitation of us, they are si pMlosophes, si geometres, si
moraitx, that I certainly should not cross the sea in search
of ennui, that I can have in such perfection at home.    How-
ever, the change of scene is my chief inducement, and to get
out of politics.    There is no going through another course
of patriotism in your cousin Sandwich and George Gren-
ville!    I think of setting out by the middle of September;
have I any chance of seeing you here before that ?   Won't
you come and commission me to offer up your devotions
at Notre-Dame de Livry?  or fchez nos filles de Sainte-
Marie4 ?'   If I don't make haste, the reformation in France
will demolish half that I want to see.    I tremble for the
Val de Gr^ce5 and St. Gyr.    The devil take Luther for
putting it into the heads of his methodists to pull down
churches I   I believe in twenty years there will not be
a convent left in Europe but this at Strawberry.   I wished
for you to-day; Mr. Chute and Cowslade dined here; the
day was divine;  the sun gleamed down into the chapel
in all the glory of popery; the gallery was all radiance;
we drank our coffee on the bench under the great ash ;
the verdure was delicious; our tea in the Holbein room,

* The Abbey of Livry, dedicated to     retreats of Madame de Sevigne".

tlie Virgin, in. the forest of Bondy,        5 A Benedictine monastery origin-

and the Convent of the 'Riles de la     ally founded in the valley of the

Visitation de Ste-Marie,' in the Fan-     Bievre   (Seine-et-Oise),   and  trans-

bourg St. Jacques,  were favourite     ferred to Paris in 1621.0 aa
